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What is    ? 

A social enterprise with a mission to tackle 
the challenge of degraded lands by: 

• Improving environmental and social performance 
– reducing impacts, increasing opportunities 

• Promoting landscape restoration – rebuilding ecological 
integrity, enhancing people’s lives 

 

www.futureterrains.org 



Eden’s Context The Road to Eden 



Cornwall, UK 



Eden’s Context 

• Cornwall is an historic metal mining 
regions 

• Still active china clay mining industry 

• Remote from rest of country 

• Rural economy focused on tourism 
and agriculture 

• Severe, post-mining socio-economic 
and environmental challenges 

• History of spectacular gardens 

• Tradition of outdoor theatre and 
story-telling 

• 5 million tourists per year for family 
beach holidays 

 



Tourism 



Outdoor Performance 
and Storytelling 



Historic houses and gardens 



Why Mines Close 

• Economics (operating costs, markets, bankruptcy) 

• Geology (unexpected conditions, resource depletion) 

• Environmental damage 

• Politics (including war!) 

• Social disruption 

 

 Predicting when is the challenge 

Unexpected closure often leads to severe environmental and socio-
economic impacts 



Local Impacts of 
Closed Mines 

Wheal Jane tin mine disaster, 1992 

Closure of South Crofty tin mine, 1998 

Abandoned mine child death, 2010 

Cornish boys are fishermen and Cornish boys are miners too; but 
when the fish and tin are gone, what are the Cornish boys to do? 



Cornish Mining 
World Heritage Site 
• Universal cultural value 

• Not a conventional World Heritage 
Site 

• Much more than mines! 

• Cultural identity & sense of place 
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Cornish ‘Claylands’ 

‘Blank 
canvas’ 

landscape 



Tim Smit and the 
Lost Gardens of 
Heligan 

 



 



The Eden Project Yesterday & Today 



From a 160-
year old 

china clay 
pit… 



… to a 170-
year old 

china clay pit 



Constructing Eden 



Artificial Soils 

85,000 tonnes of soil made 
from locally-available, 
recycled materials 





 
Funding the charity 
To date: 

Public sources   £110 million 
(inc. Millennium Commission  £56 million) 

Commercial debt  £20 million 

Own funds, donations, etc. £10 million 

 

Total    £140 million 

 

 



“…connecting people with each other and the 
living world…” 



More than just a garden… • Environmental education charity & 
social enterprise 

• Entertaining education and 
engagement 

• Experimental approach to sustainable 
development 

• Engine for economic regeneration 

• Synergy through partnerships 

• Symbol of positive change 

 



Some achievements since 2001 

18 million visitors 

~50,000 school children per year 

80% of catering supplies 
sourced locally 

87% of waste recycled/ composted/ turned to energy 

£1.7 billion into 
local economy 

40,000 FE/HE students 

Raised profile 
of Cornwall nationally & overseas 

85,000 tonnes of artificial soil 

475 FTE direct jobs; 
~2,000 indirect 

9%  in C footprint since 
2012/13 baseline  

Figures for 2016/17 



Life After Mining Lessons 



Report available from www.futureterrains.org 
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Conclusions 

• Poor mine closure impacts may last 
generations and be very costly to correct 

• Good practice needs advance, inclusive 
planning; well-funded, competent 
implementation; and aftercare and monitoring 

• Consider old, closed mines as new 
opportunities 

• The mine context is critical: people and 
communities are important as well as land and 
water 

• Apply “outside the mine” thinking 

• ”Design and Mine for Closure” 
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Thank you for your 
participation 

pabrutat@futureterrains.org 
 

www.futureterrains.org 
 

@FutureTerrains 


